
tlon tbe name of Otorge Kuapp, of the Missouri Republi-
Aii. WK1UHT, of Teuueseee, then submitted the follow

lag resolution:
It fulfil, That the farther eircutien ol the order for the

.lectio* ot public printer be postponed until the first Muuday
lu December ueit, aud that until that tint the Juties of tJMl
office be performed by tbe officer elected by tbe last House o

Representatives.
Mr. DAVIDSON, of Unisiana, moved that tbe House

adjourn which motion (U agreed to.yeas
Aud, at half-past 2 o'clock, the House adjourned.

[Published by request]
f,om tbe K«Uol»«» (La.) Democrat.

SLAVES IN LOUISIANA.
In New Orleans lately a man named Hunter has been

¦entenced to pay u fine of a thousand dollars, undergo an

Imprisonment of six month., and forfeit certain .tare,
whom he illegally sold in such a manner as to separate the

mother from tbe children, contrary to the laws of Louts-1
iaim..A'ew OrUan* Delia. I

We were not aware, before our eyes fell upon the fore¬

going paragraph, that any such law, said to harei been
violau-d by Hanter, existed in any of the southern States.
All honor to Louisiana for its enactment I

[Uardutown Gazette.

The honor due to the legislators and citizens of ibis State

for their treatment of the servile class of our population is

not United to that deserved for the humane provision
above alluded to. The legislation of Louisiana on the sub¬

ject of slaves, as compiled in the Slack Coi#, for the hu¬

manity of its provisions and the fulnees of its enactments,
may well serve as a model to other States; for in no State

in tbe Union are slaves more carefully aud stringently pro¬
tected. At the same time that severe penalties are provi¬
ded for crimes and offences committed by slave#, the man¬

ner of their trial is so prescribed as to secure the same im¬

partiality as to free persons. In capital cases, for example,
it is provided that the tribunal for the trial of a slave shall
be composed of two justices of the peace aud ten slave¬
owners of the vicinity, and in cases not capital the same to

consist of one justice of the peace and two slave-owners.
The jurors are put under oath, the district attorney con¬

ducts the prosecution, and a unanimous verdict is requi¬
site to convict or to acquit the prisoner.

For killing a slave, whether by an owner or another

person, the penalty is death; and for maiming or other cru¬

elty the penalty is a fin* from two to five hundred dollars.
The beating or ill treatment of a slave when no one is

present by the owner or person having the management of
the slave is sufficient to render him responsible for the
offence and to subject him to prosecution.

Except carriage drivers, hospital waiters, market car¬

riers, servants, slaves are guarantied the enjoyment of
Sunday, or, if employed on that day, they receive a com¬

pensation of fifty cents per day. Masters are forbidden,
under penalty, to give their slaves money instead of the
ample monthly rations which the law prescribes. Old,
sick, or disabled slaves receive the same rations and cloth¬
ing from their master# as others, under a still greater pen¬
alty to provide for them. The passage of tbef code rela¬

ting to sick slaves provides "that it shall be tbe duty of1
every owner to procure to his sick slaves all kind of tem¬

poral or spiritual assistance which their situation may re¬

quire." In summer slaves are to be allowed two hours
and a half for meals, and in winter two hours, except
where the owner ha# their meals prepared, when the al¬
lotted time may be abridged by one half hour.
Whenever a master or overseer neglects or refuses to

provide such food or clothing as the law requires, it is law¬
ful for any one to make cemplaint to the nearest magis¬
trate, who may compel the owner to comply with the pro¬
visions of the law, under penalty of fine for refusal.

It is, moreover, made the duty of justices of the peace to
Inform themselves as to the manner in which slaves are

treated in their districts, and to enforce the law.
Section 93 of the Black Code provides that, at a public

sale, a negro disabled through age, or otherwise, and hav¬
ing children, shall be sold with such one of his children as

be may choose U> go with-
Not only is it forbidden to separate tbe mother from ber

child under ten years of age, bnt the Importation of a slave
child under that age without its mother, if living, is pun-1
ubable by a fine of from one to two thousand dollars.

Tbe importation of slaves who have been accused of
capital offences, or of having attempted to excite an insur-
rection, U also strictly prohibited. Tenons convicted of
kidnapping free negroes, or of bringing such into the State
as slaves for sale, may be punished by a fine of one thou¬
sand dollars, and in the former case by fourteen years' im¬
prisonment.
The above are a few of the provisions Incorporated into

our comprehensive and elaborate slave code.
These laws are as scrupulously carried into exe-

cution as the rest of the laws of the State. The rceult!
of these humane and wise laws, together with the
character of our slate-owners, has been to render tbe
condition of tbe slaves of Louisiana an enviable one in
comparison with that of the mining and manufacturing
population of Europe, and fully equal to that of the land¬
less peasantry of their rural districts.being as well fed, as
well clothed, and as well sheltered for leas labor, with se¬

curity of support in sickness, disability, or old age, and of
protection under all circumstances. Wben we consider
their marked intellectual inferiority, the utter barbarism
from which slavery has raised them, and to which, without
slavery, they always again descend.when we recollect
how many millions have l>een redeemed from a condition
little above that of wild beasts, and endowed by slavery
'With as much of Christian civilization as tbey are capable
of, tlx ir low passions subdued and restrained, their labor
direUid nnd organized by vastly superior intelligence, so
as to produce for them means of enjoyment, which, without
such guidance, their labor could never procure.we have
reason to congratulate this and tbe citizens of this and
other slaveholding States. An institution so admirably
fitted to perpetuate republicanism, and so fraught with in¬
calculable advantages to both races, should be cherished
and guarded, even against the remotest danger, with unti¬
ring vigilance.
A nscttut) improvement..The bulwarks of the steam¬

ships Fulton and Arago are made of iron wire. One ad¬
vantage secured is, that heavy seas, should any be shipped,
will more readily pass off.

Terrihle calamity..On Saturday night last the house
of Levi Phillips, six or seven mile# west of Wankegan,
Michigan, was burned, and Mr. P. and a grown-up daughter
perished in the fiauies. Another daughter and a hired man
were able to effect their escape; but, sad to tel', the former
was so badly burned, and frozen afterward, that ber recov¬

ery is considered doubtful, and she must be a cripple for
life if she survives her injuries.

Arrest or a mail rossrr..The Nashville Union of the
Ctb says:
"The mail having been robbed two or three times lately

between this city and Louisville, on the Bardstown route.
Col. Barclay Martin, the efficient agent of the Poet Office
Department, got on the track of tbe robbery last week,'
and succeeded in fixing the robbery on Philip Rice, one of
the drivers, lie wan arrested, brought to this city, and
yesterday committed for trial by Judge Humphreys. Tbe
mail-hug" bad been cut five or six times. The amount
Stolen id not known.''

Nonrjut OYSTER trade..About 1,800 gallons of oysters
were shipped at Norfolk for New York last week, to be re¬

packed for transportation to the western towns. It is esti¬
mated, says the Argus, that three millions of dollars are

expended each season for oysters from tbe waters of the
JamM, the Elizabeth, and other rivers of Virginia alone-
From five to seven hundred vessels are said to be engaged
in loading and transporting them to other markets.

I/OoKiMn roR an ica < nop..The New Orleans I'icaynne
of the Ath has tbe following cool announcement:

" We saw a cake of ice this morning of home production
upwards of three inches in thickness It was from Mr.
f-iewell Taylor's place in tbe fourth district. 8honld the
present weather continue a few days longer, we shall ex¬

pect to hear of Ice cutters being at work harveeting our ice
crop, and to have a sufiicient quantity for home consump¬
tion during the coming summer."

OntRATiC..Tbe Pyne A Harrison operatic tronpe have
left New Orleans, and are now it route for the North. Tbey
may be expected in Washington in April.
Hbo rlaoohtbr at Whrrliiki..Thirty thoasand bogs

and 3,000 cattle were killed at the pork-house of Messrs.
Herr A Co., of Whseling, during the present season. The
Tlnns says Messrs. Herr A Co. have an order for 2,000
boxes of long, boneless, and Cumberland middlings, intend¬
ed for the European market

Dismal Swamp canal..The moderate weather for the
^st three days has again opened this oannl.

WASHINGTON CITY.
WKDNI^UAY MOKNINU, FKU. IS. IM«-

OJ~ Ml. Hi>ll M. Uwu, of Muaifuiuory, Alabama, la our gen

arai uavalliaf agent tue Uie hum of AlaUwa wd T«Mmwi, u
u.iMl lav C. r. Lrnui.)41110. Lima, aud Diavu D. Lwu.
tty-Mf. Isaasi K. J'Mu, No. l(M Bo.ib Taalk iM ftutaM-

|>lila, I* out geueial llevelllu« i|tui| .....led by Wl. H. Win
Ion* Cliun, J»«a. OlillH, i lliiain, K 8. J«jua, Tuoa
b. Nice, ¦ W. Hoiiiim, K. W. Wilsy. Wa. L. WtTitata,
All I. H. Ciim«, 1). K. IIuitii, III. V. DwiU, T. Aaaaaa,
ami P. Davis.
iHJ-Mt. V. W. J*aaa, No. 1 Hamaua Mini, Ciiicluuail, Obio, u

>ui general cuilecuu* i|cul lor ilia Wr.inu Hiatal and Teiaa,
aaaiated by H. J. Taunts, Wiui>a H. l »oa.a,Taua. M. Jauss,
Or. A. L. < aiLoa, (Jaoaoa Muaaia, and licaam Lull, Ma

calpla ul cIliaci will be good.

OFFICIAL
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT,

By and with the at/vice and content qf the Senate.

Sampson B. Lord, naval officer for the district of Ports¬
mouth, N. II., vice John McClintock, deceased.
John L. Parhtuii, surveyor of the customs at Columbus,

Mississippi.

CONGRESS.TUESDAY.
Ssnati..The Chair laid before the Senate the annual

report of the Commissioner of Patents, and a letter from
the Second Auditor of the Treasury, in relation to dis¬
bursements for the benefit of the Indians during the last

fiscal year. Mr. lisle submitted a resolution directing the

Committee on the Judiciary to inquire into the constitu¬

tionality of the law to promote tUe efficiency of the navy
under which the naval board acted; and also introduced a

bill to repeal that law. A bill was [lassed increasing the

compensation of jurors iu the District of Columbia. The

resolution in relation to the election of officers of the Sen¬
ate was indefinitely postponed. The special order was

taken up, and Mr. Wilson spoke at some length in favor of

declaring the Clayton-Bulwer treaty null and void. Mr.
Mason and Mr. Boiler made some remarks on the same

subject, and Mr. Foot stated that Mr. Clayton, who was de¬

tained by indisposition, desired to be heard further upon
it; whereupon the further consideration of the subject was

postponed until Monday next, and the Senate adjourned.
House or Represicntativm..Contrary to general expect¬

ation, the standing committees of the Ilouse were not an¬

nounced this morning. The whole of this day's session
was consumed in ineffectual attempts to elect a Public
Printer. The last vote stood.Wendell, G2; Foliett, 54;
Farnham, 11; Sargent, 6; Defrees, 12; Banks, 5; Scatter¬

ing, 12.

Hon. Philip Herbert, one of the representatives from

California, was suddenly called to Alabama on Monday
last by a telegraphic despatch announcing the serious ill¬

ness of his mother.

THE CLAYTON-BULWER TREATY.
It is presumed that all those who have attentively pe¬

rused the correspondence between our minister to Great
Britain and the British Secretary of Foreign Affairs, lately
communicated to Congress by the President, will be con¬

vinced, by the arguments and authorities adduced by the

former, of the following facts :

1. That the British government never had any right,
either by discovery, occupation, conquest, or ccssion, to

any portion of Central America.
2. That, if it ever possessed any such right, it was com¬

pletely relinquished in two separate treaties with Spain.
one in 1783, the other in 1786.in language so clear and

comprehensive as not to b« mistaken.
3. That the sole privilege reserved to Great Britain by

these treaties was that of cutting logwood in a portion of
the bay of Honduras, reserving the full and entire sov¬

ereignty to the King of Spain.
4. That this right of sovereignty has never been modi¬

fied or extinguished by any subsequent treaty with Spain,
and that the States of Central America, having established
their independence, and being recognised as independent
by the United States as well as all other Christian powers,
have, according to the law of nations, succeeded to all the
territorial rights of the mother country.

Yet, notwithstanding these "four points" are established

by quotations from treaties, by historical authorities, «ul

by unanswerable deductions from notorious facts, we find
Great Britain in possession of one of the finest ports in the

bay of Honduras, with a large tract of the adjacent coun-

try, the Bay of Islands, also affording excellent harbors,
and claiming to exercise dominion, under the mask of pro¬
tection, over one-third of the territory, always considered
as part of the old vice-royalty of Guatemala under the

Spanish regime, and now as a portion of the independent
republic of Nicaragua.
The question here presents itself how Great Britain ac¬

quired these possessions, and by what right she continues
to hold them. In disenssing these points with his usual
clearness and ability, Mr. Buchanan was necessarily gov-
erned by the rules of diplomatic courtesy, and restrained
by policy as well as decorum to merely stating facts and

drawing conclusions, without animadverting on the course

of the British government in the terms we think it so just¬
ly merited. We propose to supply this deficiency by pre¬
senting a brief sketch of the rise and progress of these

usurpations, for snch they are beyond doubt or contradic¬
tion.
Her pretended right to the possession of the Belize

(which, in th* British maps, and of course their American

copyists, is called "British Honduras") Is founded on con-

cessions from Spain of the privilege of catting logwood
within certain limits, by the treaties of 1783 and 178C.
Both these treaties.to which Great Britain voluntarily be-
came a party.expressly and emphatically limit this privi-
lege to that one single purpose, and reserve the territorial
rights and sovereignty to the King of Spain, which are

admitted as unquestionable. Yet the British government,
taking advantage of the weakness of the State of Hondu¬
ras, which, when It became independent, succeeded to all
the territorial rights of Spain in that quarter, has assumed
and exercised the sovereignty over that very territory
which was thus solemnly relinquished. Nay, It has done
more. It has gradually extended, and still continues to

extend, these usurpations on the continent, and forcibly
taken possession of a group of islands geographically ap-
pertaining to the republic of Honduras, and occupying a

position which, in the hands of a leading maritime power,
will enable it to command a great portion of the commerce

of the Caribbean sen as well as the Gulf of Mexico. All
this was done without even the decency of a pretext for
such violations of the rights of independent Stales.

In another quarter she seised and held forcible posses¬
sion of San Juan de Nicaragua, the only port of that State
on the Atlantic, and commanding the only outlet for a

ship-canal across the continent, as is now almost tiniver-

sally acknowledged. The plea in justification of this out-

rage is a certain point of honor which, it seems, obliges
Great Britain to protect the remnant of a mongrel tribe

consisting of a few hundreds (or, according to Lord Cla¬

rendon, a few thousands) of wandering savages in the last

stage of degradation and corruption. The origin of this

point of honor which obliges Great Britain to assume the

protectorate of the Mosqnitos, as they are called, is some¬
what curious, and merits a brief elucidation.
Most of our readers sre probably familiar with the name

and exploits of " The old Buccaneers of America".a band

of pirates and outlaws, which, though composed of many
nations, generally sailed nnder the British flag, and had

their headquarters in the islani of Jamaica, then recently
ceded by Spain to Great Britain. Though not recognised

1 by Great Britain, that government never took any steps to

repress or prevtut (heir enormities, tud it cannot U
doubted ili«t It winked at, if It did not enoourags, tht*e
freebooters--w# wit] not call them filibusters, a* that name

ha* b««n appropriated bjr the Londou Time* exclusively to

ti»e people of tbe United States.
These desperate outlaw*.among tbe most brave, enter¬

prising, and blood-thirsty on record.in order to givesome
color to their inroad*, deva*UUon*, and ina»»acre» on what
wa» tl»eu known a* tbe Uthmu* of Panama, aatuined the
protectorate of tbe Indian* in that quarter, w bora the; called
the " true lord* of tbe .oil,* and thu», under the maak
.ince adopted by Great Britain, committed the nott horri¬
ble outrage* on the Spanish settlements. To those who
de»ire to bare their blood chilled, aud their heart* thrilled,
by picture* of human ferocity and human Buffering, we

commend the peru*al of "Tbe History of the Buccaneer*
of America," which i* »till extent among the treasures of
British literature.

These philanthropic freebooters, baring thu* assumed
the protectorate of the Mosquito*, (as a point of honor, it

U to be presumed,) after plundering and burning the cities
ot Panama, New Granadit, and almost every town on the

Spanish main, aud massacring all the Spaniards that fell
in their way, at length gradually disappeared, leaving
nothing behind them but the record of their atrocities, and
the point of honor of which iny Lord Palmerston has, it

seems, become the residuary legatee. Thi* is the sole

foundation of the protectorate of the Mosquito*, and we

challenge hi* lordship to produce any other. Because a

gang of outlaws, pirates, and freebooters, (never acknowl-

edged, however they may have been winked at by the
British government,) in order to ju*tify their outrages on

tbe Spaniard*, pretended to become the protector* of tbe

Indians, "the true lords of the soil," that government, for¬

sooth, is bound in honor to assume tbe game obligation.
It comes forward as the representative of the ancient aud
honorable buccaneers; it has inherited all their rights,
duties, aud obligations, not forgetting the poiut of honor,
and is bound to sustain them at all hazards. This is the
sole ground for the unjustifiable inroads committed on the

territory of Nicaragua.a State with which Great Britain
has never been at war, any more than with the neighbor¬
ing republic of Honduras, which she ha* in like manner

despoiled of it* possessions. Tbe mere naked statement

of *uch a claim would seem sufficient to demonstrate its

palpable absurdity, and preclude the necessity of all artrn-

ment.
Great Britain, then, at the time the Clayton-Bulwer

treaty was concluded, had in fact no legitimate right (un¬
less forcible possession constitutes a right) to a single foot
of land in any part of Central America. By that treaty
the contracting parties mutually covenanted that "neither
will ever occupy, or fortify, or colonize, or assume or ex¬

ercise any dominion over, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, thu Mos¬

quito coast, or any part of Central America; nor will either
make use of any protection which either affords, or may
afford, or any alliance which either lias, or may have, for
the purpose of erecting or maintaining any such fortifica¬
tion*, or of occupying, fortifying, or colonizing Nicaragua,
Costa Rica, the Mosquito coast, or nny part of Central
America."

There docs not appear to be any ambiguity In this lan¬

guage, and we will venture to say there was not a citizen of
tbe United States who read it that did not understand it to

be a relinquishment not only of tbe Mosquito protecture, but
of all pretensions to the possession of tbe Republic of the

Isles, or any other portion of Central America; and yet,
according to the interpretation given to this article Itf two
British Foreign Secretaries in *ucce*sion, it meant directly
tbe contrary. They assert that this treaty was exclusively
prospective in its operation; that it had no reference to tbe

past, or even th» present; that it did not contemplate the

relinquishment of any territory in actual possession of
Great Britain, however acquired ; and that, in short, so

far from this, it actually amounted to a recognition, on the

part of the United States, of right* which they understood

were, by thi* same treaty, forever abandoned.

On thi* supposition it was tbat tbe government of the
United States (in our opinion, most injudiciously) pledged
iUelf to a policy which may one day, if rigidly adhered to,
enable Great Britain eventually to obtain the entire con¬

trol of (Central America, simply by means of her maritime

ascendency, and without actually " occupjlng, fortifying, or

colonizing" any portion of that region but what she *l"this
moment possesses, and which, according to ber Interpretation
of this treaty, the United States have all but guarantied to

her. Thus, if thi* Interpretation i* acquiesced in, while
Great Britain is freed from all obligation* to relinqui*h her

usurpations, the United States are restricted by the same

article, and in the same words, from making any acquiti-
tion or accepting any cea*ion, or taking any step* in that

quarter which may in future be necessary to counteract

the policy of the British government, which is lufficiently
obvious.

Thi* radical difference between tbe contracting partie*
with respect to by fkr the mo*t important ttipulation* of
ths treaty, give* ri*e to a question of great moment. Are
the United States under any obligation to observe a treaty
from which Great Britain has thu* exonerated herself?

Certaisly, the United State* have an equal right with Great
Britain to pnt their own interpretation on a treaty to which
they are equal parties, and in which they are equally con¬

cerned; and certainly, If we are to interpret words accord¬
ing to their ordinary acceptation, they have, to say the
least, quit* as good grounds for their interpretation as tbe
British Foreign Secretary ha* for bis. But, however this
may be, so long as Great Britain insists on this extraordi¬

nary construction of the Clayton-Bulwer treaty, the United
States, it wonld soem, are freed from all the obligations it

Imposes upon them, and are at fell liberty to " erect fortl-1
fications, or colonise, or exercise t-ominion over any part of
Central America," without any violation of faith to Great
Britain.
When we revert to the uniform policy of Great Britain in

obtaining possession of the great avenues of commerce1
throughout the world, we cannot suppose she will |us«

sight of the most important of all. When we see her plant-!
.ng herself at Gibraltar, Malta, and the Ionian into., in the
Mediterranean at the Cape of Good Hope and Singapore,
at the entrance of tbe Indisn ocean; at Aden, at tb* mouth
of tbe Red sea; at the Falkland islands, off Cape Horn, and
at every point from which she can watch the commerce of
the world in time of peace, or prey npon it in time of war,
ber policy in Central America cannot be mittaken. It is to

obtain the control of this great thoroughfare of nations.
which alone is wanting to complete ber system of aggran¬
dizing herself by oppressing the weak and robbing the de¬
fenceless.

ner steamers and ship^of war are everywhere, and at

all times prowling about the port* of Central America,
though they have no business there, a* no war, or appre-
ben.ion of war, exitta between tbein ; her agent* and ron-

sul* are playing dictators there, sustained by her nautical
bullies, ever at hand to enforce submission and thus, by
intrigue on one hand, and intimidation on the other, Great
Britain is gradually accomplishing her object. These de¬
fenceless States, naturally weak, still in tbe cradle, and,
unfortunately, perpetually distracted by their internal dls^
sensiens and miserable jealousies, are gradually becoming,
however unwillingly, the helple*s Instrument* of Briti.h

policy. By stimulating the liberal and servile parties to

perpetual straggles, and by always .iding with the latter,
.he has lurceeded in giving It tbe ..Tendency in (Josta
Rica and Guatemala, which last under the Indian dicta¬

tor, Orrera, is now, it is said, about to invade Honduras.
The three refractory States are Nicaragna, (since the ad¬
vent ofOol. Walker,) Honduras, and Ran Salvador, and

against these the aggressions of Great Britain are'most
especially directed, partly on tbe score of their democratic

tendencies, which affiliate tWu with the United Stats*, bat
most especially as to these Hutcs appertain the finest
port* on the Atlantic and Pacific.

In thia way the old polypus in extending her feeler* in
Central America, and will continue to extend them unlee*

|"Providence should interfere. Three State* cannot protect
themselves ; the United State* hate shown that no depend¬
ence caa be placed on their good officee and there i* no
other power that can, or will, protect them. Their only
resource, then, is to submit to what they cannot resist.
Thus, at no distant period, Great Britain will have under
her control, if not her dominion, a region which, however
insignificant it way be deemed In other respects, is, by its
geographical position, of more consequence to the United
State* thanauy other ou the face of the earth. The Uni¬
ted States do not covet its possession, aud are only anxious
for its independence. They cannot consent to see it In pos¬
session or under the control of any European power, most

especially one which has always been, and is now, a jeal¬
ous, watchful rival.

It seems to us that the people of the United State* do
not take sufficient interest in the subject, aud are not fully
aware of the consequences which will result from Great
Britain obtaining a permanent footing or paramount con¬

trol in any portion of Central America. With Cuba now

under her " protection," as appears by the late treaty, and
with the Belize, San Juan, and the Republic of the Isles in
possession, she will command the commerce of the Gulf of
Mexico and the Caribbean sea, and can, so long us she
maintains her maritime ascendency, in time of war, arrest
it at pleasure. On our northern frontier she has her great
naval depot at Halifax; on our southern, Bermuda; and
thus we arc environed on all sides.in the Caribbean sea,
the Atlantic, and the Gulf of Mexico. It is high time, we

think, that the people of the United States should fix their

eyes steadily on this policy of Great Britain, and contem¬

plate its ultimate consequences should it prove perma¬
nently successful, as it assuredly will if the United States
continue negotiating while she is acting. This is but play¬
ing into her hands by affording time to perfect her

schemes, and to plead, among other rights, that of long
possession on one hand, acquiescence on the other.

Unhappily, however, the people of the United States are

otherwise occupied. One portion is too much tnken up
with warring on the constitution and the Union to waste

t'leir virtuous energies on such trifling matters as the

honor and interests of their country, and has imposed on

those who would otherwise pay attention to our foreign
relations the higher duty of laboring incessantly for the

preservation of their domestic institutions and the defence
of their fire-sides. Thus, the patriotic portion of the peo¬

ple are called on to fulfil the higher duty of preserving the

constitution from violation, and the Union from dissolu¬

tion. But, at the same time, they should never forget
there is still another duty.that of defending the honor

and interests of their country against the world.

" POSTAL REFORM."
We observe by the newspapers that respectable citizens

of New York and Boston, prompted by Mr. Pliny Miles,
who plumes himself with having once been an employee of

the Post Office Department, arc moving for "postal re¬

form." It is time editors and the people should be placed
on their guard against this "agitator." From an itinerant

lccturer on Mnemotechny, he has turned travelling pos¬
tal "reformer," and he loses no occasion to abuse the

Postmaster General and defame the Post Office peparti
ment He lias lately published a pamphlet on postal mat-

tcrs, which is filled with the grossest fallacies and blun¬

ders. The following extract, which we clip from the Bos¬

ton Times of the 8th instant, is the latest characteristic

specimen we have seen from his pen. Similar articles

have recently appeared in the editorial columns of the New

York Tribune and other opposition priuU, evidently from
the same pen
" The post office ii an instrument of civilization, and should

he tmted as such, and would be so treated if it were the

practice to put government places in the hands of statesmen,
instead of intrusting them to the hands of creatures with the
souls of pedlars, who think that the first duty of everybody
is to make money, and that it is the object of everything to be
converted into a money-maker. * « . «

Reside*, every Postmaster General seems to think it bis duty
to act as much like an ass as be can, and to be perpetually!
engaged in the promnlgatioq of decrees having for their ob-

ject the annoyance and irritation of the whole community,
He is a sort of small Czar, who passes his time in issuing lit-
tie ukases for the purpose of driving his wretched subjects
mad. If the ancient monarch who offered a high reward for
a new pleasure bad been seeking a new mode of torture, he
would hare unquestionably bad an American Postmaster
General created, who would bave supplied him with an in-
definite series of modes of making himself the greatest of all
the torments of the bumau race. We want statesmen at the
head of the department, and we seldom get anything beyond
narrow-minded, broken down political pettifoggers to man¬

age it, and their delight is to mismanage it in every concciv-
sblc way."
We learn, on inquiry, that he takes particular care to

state in his pamphlet this Mr. Miles was, * year or two

ago, employed several months In the Post Office Depart¬
ment. He was tried at three subordinate desk*.first in the

Appointment, next in the Contract, and last in the Finance
Bureau.and finally dismissed by the Postmaster General,
as totally incompetent to discharge properly the simplest
duties required of him. Hence the abuse, which we are

surprised to see that sstute and respectable editors are per-'
raittlng him, through their editorial columns, to heap upon
the department
As to the project of reducing our letter-postage below

the present exceedingly low rate of three cents, and of go-
log back to double postage for unpaid letters, ic., we have

already expressed our opinion of its utter folly.

NORTHERN AND SOUTHERN KNOW-NOTHINGS.
There are many who affect to make a distinction be¬

tween northern and southern know-nothings, as if they
were separate and antagonistic organisations; but this af-
fee tat ion deceives no one, for they recognise each other as

belonging to the same party, and act together as one or-

gnni/.ation. This, says the Louisville Times, can be!
proved.
" By their mutual hat* of the democratic party.
" And by their uniting in sending delegates to the Phils-

delphia convention, in which southern know-notbings will
lovingly take seats upon the same benches with Campbell,
Orow, Hanks, and Tom Spooner.
" Southern know-nothings may talk a* muchasther please

of cutting loom from their northern brothers, but their agree¬
ing to meet with them in the Philadelphia convention 1s can

elusive that their Inlk is deceptive snd hypocritical.
" The burly Colonel Marshall may talk of reading Ranks'

and Campbell out of the know-nothing party ; but when the
Kentucky know-nothings appointed delegates to meet in na-

tional convention with these northern sbolitionists they roc-

ognised them as brothers, and proclaimed to the world their
willingness to affiliate and act with them.
"And in thus soting with them let the country hear In

mind that they are together trying to put down those tried
national democrats who have so long utood by the South and
voted for and defended her rlgbU."

THE SPEAKERSHIP.
After announcing the election of Mr. Banks to the speak¬

ership of the House of Representatives, the ILouisiana
Courier remarks:
"This contest on the psrt of the democratic party, which

was in a large minority in the House, waa begun and sus¬

tained throughout purely on grounds of constitutional prin¬
ciple. Its sole aim was to protect the constitution, the
rights of the slave State*, and, indeed, those of every aincere
friend of the Union, a* it* framer* designed It to be. In this
good and patriotic work they were sternly and persistently
denied the aid of the so-called national know-nothing*, even

from the South; and it was appirent to all, from the begin
ning, that their struggle was altogether hopelee*. They
have, nevertheless, placed tbemaelve* right before the peo¬
ple, and have planted immovably plain land mark* for the
guidance of all lover* of political truth and justice who may
hereafter chance to travel the same rough snd uninviting
road."

NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC REVIEW.
The second number of tbt Democratic Bmhw,

recently cotutueoced iu Washington city by George P. Buel,

esq., editor tad publisher, I# on our table. I be foliow uig
U its table of oonteuts:
" Ancient and Modern Americanism; Marat aud Charlotte

Corday; Sonnets for the Time*; Cub* and it* Condition; Ro¬

tation In OtHee.He eligibility j Amei icau Sympathy jPolltl-
oal Aspects of the Slavery Question Editor's Table.

We have read several of the articles, and 6ud them w all

written and abounding in sound democratic sentiments. The

article on " Rotation ia Office.Re-eligibility" is an answer,

and we think a conclusive one, to an article on the name

subject which appeared in the first number of the Review,
and which we felt it our duty to notice in the L nion. V\ e

think the following extract from the article in the present
number presents a view of the question which is unan¬

swerable:
"But, sside from the question, as to whether re-eligibility

to office is or ts not adhered to, the question of making uon-

re-eligibility a party principle, of adoptlug it into the settled
creed of the democratic party, as some writers seem anxious
to do, and boldly advocate, Is in the highest degree perni¬
cious. This Is a question which should be left to every period
of time to determine for lUelf. The great doctrines upon
which the democracy stand, have stood, and should always
stand, pertain to governmental policy.not to the trickery of

party, nor the behests of deiuagugism. Let it remain uncon-

taininate. No reason exists for any innovation upon the time-

honored policy of the party, nor for any addition to its funda¬
mental principles. The great doctrines of government, a,ld

governmental policy, upon which the party has rested its
claims to the support of all men, have long been well defined;
they are few, and, as stated before, pertain to the mode and
means for carrying on the government; and no extraneous

proposition nor principle of a temporary nature.the aban¬
donment of which policy may dlotate at any time.should be

engrafted upon that which already exists as the permanent
platform of the democracy of the United States."

Amongst the articles under the head of the "Editor's
Table" wo find the following well-merited compliment to

Mr. Hendricks, the Commissioner of the General Land
Office:
" Hon. Thomas A. Hendricks..We intended, in the

present number, to examine at length the elaborate and able
report of the Commissioner of the General Laud Office. Mr.
Hendricks has proved himself not only worthy the position
which he holds, but capable of discharging the duties of any
situation under the government. His presentation of the
condition of our public lands should be carefully examined by
all. The subject is full of Interest, and particularly to the
vast numbers who will migrate in the spring from the FJast,
to make their homes in the distant West. The people may
rest assured that their common inheritance.the public
lauds ol the United States.Is safe in the hands of one who
will guard their rights with eagle-eye, not only against the
machinations of heavy monopolies, but the continual scheming
of private speculators and swindlers. A man of the unsul¬
lied integrity, the legal ability, and tho extensive acquaint¬
ance with the affairs of our government possessed by Mr.
Hendricks, is an honor to any administration, and we doubt
not many rears will pass before one so well qualified for the
situation which he holds will be called to take his place."
Under the same head we see a short editorial announce¬

ment that the next number of the Review will contain a

reply at length to the arguments advanced in the Wash-
ington Union in opposition to the single-term principle.
It will be recollected that, in our comments upon the prop¬
osition advocated by the Review, we confined ourselves to

the general question whether the single-term principle, as

applicable to the presidency, ought to be incorporated into
the democratic platform as one of the art'des of our party
creed. We regret to learn that Mr. Buel meaus to persist
in this effort to add a new plank to tho democratic plat-
form but since such is his purpose, we will invite his at-

tentlon to another objection to his former article which we

purposely omitted to notice.we allude to the attack I

made in that article on the present incnml>ent of the exec- I

utive chair. By way of illustrating and enforcing his ar- <

guinents in favor of the single-term principle, the reviewer in- i

dulges in charges against President Pierce which he will find i

it quite as impossible to sustain as to convince the demo-
eratic party that they ought to adopt the doctrine of ineli-

gibility as an article in their national creed. These charges I
indicate a partisan feeling in regard to the succession
which is wholly out of place in a national democratic re- '

view. The paragraph in which they are made is as fol¬
lows
" But what are the facts in tbn case under the recognition

of the right of re-eligibility t The President is hardly in-
stalled in office before be commences to move the cards of

politics for re election. There have been exceptions in the L
history of the oountry, but they are rare. Who does not
know that at this time a gigantio effort Is on foot to secure in
the next National Convention a presidential succession t
Every interest must be made subservient to this great result,
and every press in the United States that dares to question
the propriety of such a move is to be expelled by a regular
edict from the democratic party. The great question for a* to

(

consider Is, whether the body of the demeoracy i-ball nomi-
nste a President, or whether thst nomination shall be made

(

through the influence of government patronsge. All tho
wires of administrative power are now actually operating in

favor of a succession thousands of officials are expected to

devote a considerable share of tbeir attention to the matter ;
iu various portions of the country meetings have already
been called, designed to prepare the democratic mind for a

second edition of the volume of 1852.
We undertake to deny each and all of the allegations

here made against President Pierce, and w* venture to pro-
diet that the reviewer will fail to sustain a single one of1
bis assertions which Imputes to the President an improper
use of his executive patronage for the purpose of securing
a re-nomination. The reader will discover in the foregoing
paragraph the same charges which our opponents have
worn threadbare in times post in their assaults upon former
democratic President*. We regret to see them revived in
a review which contains so much sound democratic senti¬

ment, and which we hoped to see conducted with strict

impartiality as to men. If the charges are true, however,
it is incumbent on the reviewer to sustain them; and if he
should fail to do so, (as fail he will,) he must expect to see

his Review treated as deficient in one element of national-,
jty strict impartiality between democratic statesmen.

KNOW-NOTHINGISM DON'T PAV.
The editor of the leading know-nothing paper in Ten¬

nessee addresses his delinquent subscribers as follows
" As many of you as will enelose to us what you owe us

justly, we will credit you on our books, and write opposite
your nsmes that you are fnllmis and Christians I These
of yon who esn't pay, and will write to us, aekaowferfgfci;/
your imlrbttdnni, ws will reoord as ehrtr/sWows, and those
of you who will not do either, we will publish this spring, in
an extra sheet, as a set of oracslkss rascal*, willing to
have a poor man labor (or you for yssrs fo» nothing, and pay
for paper, Ink, and ths hire of bands to servs yon, without
pay.
" Come to Knoxville, you repeals, on a pilgrimage,

and see our little ones, ' chips of the old block,' looking dag
gers st us, snd crying for bread. Come and see us with oar

elbows out, and the officers of the law leading us about for
debts created to furnish you a paper, and you will fork over

at once I
'* And you hypocrites, who are members of different

churches, owing us for our paper, how dai e you, around your
family altars, night and morning, pray to God, 1 pay us tbis
day our debts as we pay to others.' //* knows you owe us,
and won't pay, and until you do pay, you may pray your¬
selves oat of breath, and yoa will never be heard ! yea, you
saintly villains, you have been owing as lorg enough to inske
ns ' poor, halt, miserable, blind, and naked,' and yourselves
ride at oar expense. You get to heaven without paying as

ap T Never I"

A Yaukks ship uriALnra tii* mvrtxhiks or a harsh..

A late Constantinople letter says :

" An American ship drifting helplessly down the current
of the Bosphorus ran its bowsprit Into that pwt of a no¬

bleman's palace devoted to his harem. The side of the
house was crushed In, one balcony was torn off, whole di¬
vans were ripped up, one chandelier, swept from its fast¬
ening, shivered into fragments the frightened inmste*
rushed out into open air in such impromptu costumes that
the whole neighborhood felt scandalised. Turkish pride
became deeply wounded, and our unfortunate compatriot
found himself amenable to the disagreeabls alternative of
either paying nbout double the amount of the damage or

becoming sn inmate of a Turkish jail. At first the cap¬
tain strongly resisted the ' gross imposition,' hut ultimately
yielded to the gentler suggestion of bagnio fleas,''

OCR CIRCULATION.
It is contrary to our habit to introduce into our columni

matters that are entirely personal toourevlves. The evident*,
of approval of our editorial Inborn, howevnr, have boeu su

flattering for several mouth* past, that we f««l justified m

ail tiding to the fact, aud of givtug expression to our grati¬
fication aud our gratitude. Tbe subscriptions to our Week-
1/ paper bare averaged about one hundred daily for mors
than two uiontha, and the number is rather increasiug
than foiling off. 4 One very gratifying feature in thU
flattering evidence of approval ia furnished by the nuiner-
oua additions to our liat by national wl lgs. In the great
issue now made up we huve distinctly extended tbe lututl
of fellowahip to all uatioual men, and we are happy to re¬
ceive duily proofs that our iuvitation ia accepted. As an

illustration of the rapid growth of our aubscription, wt f
will state that a aingle member of Congress, by writing a

few letters to bis State and sending the prospectus of our (

weekly paper, baa procured for ua over five hundred sub- J
acribers. If other members wilt follow his example »«
will guaranty that the cause of nationality and of tha
Union shall be proportionally promoted. We will gladly
furnish our prospectus to as many members.whether
democrats or national wbigs.hs may be disposed to aid
our circulation. Tbe three following letters show the tone
of hundreds of others received by us lately from national
whig* ;

Paris, (Mo.,) Jan. 30, 186#.
Mksmrs. Kditokw : I have never taken a democratic paper

before; but I liud froio my travels, (having recently trav¬
elled about 0,000 miles throughout tbe United State* and the
two Canada*,) and from the course of parties in tbe present
Congress, that tbe democratic party is the only uatioual par
ty in tbe Uuion, and I intend to belong to aud co operate
with no party which is not national in its views and princi¬
ples, and, consequently, I ehali hereafter be fouud co-open-
tiug with the democratic party.

1 was formerly a whig, and recently a know-nothing. I
have renounced the know nothing party, aud giveu uiy rea¬
sons for so doing iu the 1'aris Mercury.

J'BuavvuLB, (Ala.,) Feb. 1, 18S6.
Mkssrs. Editors : A good old democrat of this place has

shown uio a uumber of your Weekly paper, and which giro,
me the idea it is the paper for tbe times. I have always
been a whig until this dangerous, proscriptive parly, the
know-nothings, sprung up, swallowing up the whig party
which compelled me to go over to the democrats, they beinjj
the only party now in existence that we can depend upon for
the salvation of tbe Union.

SoMKasrr Post Omoi, (Monroe Connty, Mo.,)
January 30, 18'8.

Meksrk. Editors: The seven name* I send you as subscri¬
bers to tbo Weekly Union are all Catholic wbigs, except one,
(Dean.) W e have always been wbigs, until .our glorious
old party has been swallowed up by that odious anti-
republican party.the dark lantern or know-nothing. Be¬
lieving, as we do, the old democratic party (sue* a& «¦«

Wiser you to be) to be the ouly national aud republican
party in our belovad country, we, as Christians and Ameri¬
cans, are bound by our best interests to aupport that party.
I want you and everybody to know that we Catholics are not
governed in our political faith by the Pope, bishops, nor

priests ; they have nothing to do with our polities.
Yours, so long as you advocate tbe much-cherisbed re¬

publican principles.
THE SEARCH FOR THE PACIFIC.

Tbe United States propeller Arctic sailed from New York
lit three o'clock on Monday afternoon In search of the
missing steamship Pacific. The following officers went oul
in her Commander, Lieutenant llartstene; boatswain, Van
Rensselaer; engineer, I)anby; master's mate, Morehiai'.
Her crew consists of twenty seamen. She has on board
(jays the New Vork Evening Post) provisions enough to
rued one hundred persons for at least two months. Tbe
Si*cretary of tbe Navy has given Commander Hartstene
liscretionary power about the cruise for ths missing steam-

ihip. He left New York by the way of Sandy Hook, and
nlends to keep tbs track of vessels bound westward, lo
the hope of obtaining some tidings of the Pacific from
them. He had also provided his steamer with extra rig¬
ging, in case he should fall in with vonsels in distress.
Tbe Journal of Commerce holds the following emcoar-

iging language in regard to the taiswog steamer
" We do not think that the despatch of a steamer in seanh

:>f the I acitic, with means of relief that may be used if rt-

^uired, should by any means be regarded ae indicatiag great
anxiety with respect to the .a/ety of that veseel. She is bow
less than twenty days from Liverpool. Tbe fact of her en¬

countering ice fields, rendered probable by tbe report of the
IV-rsia, would suffice to cause the delay", without implying
any more serioua result than the disabling of her wheels or

machinery. Such accident might greatly retard her ; aad at
Ihls season of the year, when westerly winds, and often
Heavy weather, prevail, it might bo regarded by Captain
kldridge as tbe easiest and safest eolation of the difficulty to
pot back to Ireland. That courae might even hare been de¬
cided on, In consequence of detention from the cause sup¬
posed, reducing eaaentially tbe stock of coal on board, with
jut the ship's receiving damage. If It were practloabla to
sitrlcate her by backing on her oourse, while tha chance of
ipe."tily running through the ice was considered doubtful,
prudence perhaps required that tbe ship should be put
about.
" The Atlantic, it will be remetnbored, waa driven to this

expedient live or six years ago, having become disabled when
two-thirds apt <ms the ocean on her voyage to New York.
It was thought eaaier for her to make twice the distance re¬

turning than to ooroplete her voyage In this direction.
"The Rritlah steamer Canadian, from (Ireenock 2Mb, two

days after tbe Pacific left Liverpool, has arrived at Boston,
and reporta heavy bead winds. She saw no ice, ham*
taken, it Is probable, a more southerly ronte. For lb- same

reason she was not likely to fall in with the Pacific.
" The great strength of the Pacific la greatly In her favor

against the danger of having her hall so cut np with ths lee
ae to Imperil her safety. . If we do no. bear from her with,,
the week, we shall count confidently on her having put back,
or made some island port."

LEGISLATURE OF TfcXAH
The legislature of Texas adjourned on the 3l»t ultimo,

but will meet again for an extra session in July. The com¬
mittee appointed by the Slate senate to report upon tbs
bouse resolution concerning Senator Houston have mads
the following report:

Com mittk r Roow, Jan. 22, 1R66.
TV. ike Hon. //. /?. Runnele, rr~i<i*nt of Ike Xrnate 1

The coamitts* on Stat, affairs, to which «u ^fcrred a

joint resolution pas-ed by the boose of representative, ap-
prov.ng th. vote Of tbe Hoa. T. J. Ka.k, and disapproving
that of the Hon. Sam Houston, in the United States Senate
upon the Nebraska and Kansas bill, bar.instructed ms k> r^
p >rt the said resolution back to the aenate, and rsoommend
its passage without amendment. Tbe ennrse pursued by
. General Kuek on that occasion was patriotic, msnly, true to
the constitution, the rights of the State he represented, and
to the South, and unaffected by any ambitions aims for the
presidency, which seems, unfortunately, of late, to hsv* In
duoed some southern statesmen to sacrifice ths interest of ths
South to rampant abolition, and, trusting to the blind confi¬
dence of their own constituents, to betray them. For his no¬
ble oourse General Rusk deserves the fullest and highest ap¬

proval of this State.
On the other hand, the committee have fou.d D0 jn<llSea

lion for the coarse pursued by General Hou.ton, either in
the reasons givm by himself or bis defenders. Tha Joint res¬
olution ss parsed by the bouse of representative. in tbs ex

pression of disspproval of his conrse is very mild It is s

milder rebuke than probably waa ever befor., administered to
a public servant under likeclrcum.tan<vs. U-eauae bis nam*
is interwoven with the glorious straggle of Ibis country for
tbe achievement snd maintenance of its independence we are
induced to present Ibis moderation.

KDWAKI) R. HORD, Chairman.

To* harbor at Nkw \ ork..The Express of Monday
evening (ays:

" At one o'clock this afternoon Ihc East river was almost
choked up with floating ice, and the ferry-boats met with
considerable delay |n crossing from Brooklyn to New
» ork. At short distances among the mass were small ier-
t»erg<i, from three to four feet high, and these were sur¬
mounted by numbers of sea gulls in quest of food. Hi*
men got upon a large cake of ice in Roosevelt slip, poshed
it Into the river, and took an excursion upon it with the
current, which was swiftly running up the river. They
were not, it appears, satisfied with tbe security of Ibeir
conveyance, and towed a small boat alter tbem to be used
In case of acrldenl."

M*. Thacxsrst..This gentleman is announced to de
lirer his four lectures on the Georges in Savannah this
week.


